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Foundation Footings

Grants Committee Awards Two Projects

The Foundation is pleased to
be funding the following
projects:

Families Read Aloud Together
Mt Daniel

Carol Monsess, a Mt. Daniel
teacher, says that “Reading is
one of the most important
things being taught at Mt.
Daniel.” The ability to read is
crucial for all aspects of
earning for students.
Furthermore, children who
have been read to at home,
an activity often called “lap
time,” come to school with an

advantage over students who
have not had this experience.
Vocabulary, listening, and
retelling skills are all
enhanced by “lap time”
experiences.

Today'’s families are very
busy and “lap time” is not
always a priority.

The Families Read Aloud
Together program fosters
parents reading aloud to
children at home. The
program provides books
which will be sent home in
January with each

A Great Time to Give
New Tax Legislation Encourages Charitable Contributions This Year

New Tax Relief Legislation has
suspended the limitations on
itemized deductions for qualified
charitable contributions through
the end of the year. Individuals
can deduct up to 100% of their
2005 taxable income for cash
gifts made to qualified charities
from August 28, 2005 through
December 31, 2005.

Specifically, qualifying gifts are
not subject to the rule that
reduces an individual's itemized
deductions by 3% of the amount
by which adjusted gross income
(AGI) exceeds $145,950.
Additionally, qualifying gifts are
not subject to the 50% of AGI
limitation that usually applies to
cash gifts to qualified charities.

Qualified charities are public
charities which include churches,
schools, hospitals, community
foundations, conservation
organizations, the American Red
Cross, the Salvation Army and
many others. The Falls Church
Education Foundation qualifies as
a public charity.

Please consider reducing your
2005 Federal Income Tax Liability
by giving to the Falls Church
Education Foundation before
December 31, 2005. For further
information please contact Donna
Englander at the Foundation,
(703) 538-3381 or
denglander@fcedf.org and/or your
financial advisor.

A

kindergarten and first grade
student to be read aloud with
their parents and/or
guardians. Activities and
book discussions will be held
in school. For those students
whose parents are not
proficient in reading English,
audio books and players will
be provided.
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FOUNDATION FOOTINGS

Artist Kevin Reese
performing A Perfect
Balance, a multi-
media adventure
inspired by the works
of American Artist
Alexander Calder.
Music-animated
circus sculpture and
projected works of
modern art
compliment his
dynamic
performance.

Photo courtesy of Kevin
Reese, SchoolSculptures

Grants Committee Awards Two Projects (continued)

Artist-In-Residence:
Sculptures and Mobiles
Mary Ellen Henderson MS

This grant provides funding for
an artist-in-residency that
involves all middle school
students in a collaborative,
artistic learning experience,
one that will result in an
Alexander Calder inspired

mobile for the entrance of the
new school. Additionally, there
are opportunities for art
experiences in the classroom
which supplement the regular
art curriculum. The artist,
Kevin Reese of SchoolSculp-
tures, performed at an opening
assembly on the first day of
school. His performance A
Perfect Balance served as an
introduction to the students

about the creative process and
illustrated what one of these
mobiles might look like upon
completion. He has also hosted
workshops for students to
design and build their own
mobile. Kevin will take the
creative ideas of the students
and design a mobile to be
installed in the school entrance
in December.

More Class of 2005 Stats
155 Graduates

Diplomas Awarded
91 Advanced Studies
59 Standard
5 Other

20 International
Baccalaureate
Candidates

Scholars Commended
22 George Mason
15 Valedictory
1 National Merit

Semi-Finalist
7 National Merit
Commended

SAT Averages
(out of 1600 points)
1167 GMHS
1030 Virginia
1028 National
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Congrats, Madiha Khan
The 2005 J. Roger Wollenberg Memorial Scholarship Recipient

The Foundation’s J. Roger
Wollenberg Memorial
Scholarship provides an
annual, renewable scholarship
for a George Mason High
School senior to attend a
higher education institute in
the Commonwealth of Virginia.
The family of J. Roger
Wollenberg was pleased to
award this past year’s
scholarship to Madiha Khan.

Madiha headed off to the
University of Virginia in late
August as a Pre-med student
with a double major in Spanish
and Psychology. She is taking
a full college course-load.
Although she is incredibly busy
studying, she has found time
to volunteer through Madison
House, the UVA volunteer

center, for a Katrina Relief
project and at Jumpstart
teaching health and hygiene
to pre-schoolers. She is also
active with the UVA Indian
Student Association.

For Madiha, life at UVA is
“awesome.” She shares a
suite with ten other students
who she “just adores.”

She has handled the big
adjustment between high
school and college very well
learning many new time-
management skills. She has
gained a better understanding
of herself as a student and has
enjoyed encountering a greater
diversity of people, ideas, and
values.

Scholarship recipient, Madiha
Khan (left), after the 2005
GMHS graduation with her
best friend, Hasina Rahina

Best wishes for your continued
success, Madiha. Please stay in
touch!

ﬁ» + F(‘(‘_j{( & tion Foundation.
Eat pizza on any

ZPizza of 1051 W. Broad Street
(next to the party store) is

Monday or Tuesday,

mention any of our schools or

proud to support the
Falls Church Educa-

‘ Creative Pizzas for Creative Teachers

the Foundation, then ZPizza will
donate a portion of your pur-

chase to the Foundation to sup-
port funding for teacher grants.

See you there!




Falls Church Education Foundation Donors

2005-2006 Annual

Membership Campaign

Gunston Scholar Level
($2,500-$4,999)
Anonymous

Principal Scholar Level
($1,000-$2,499)

Sawson Said-Hanna

Edie and Tom Smolinski *

Mustang Club ($500-$999)
Anonymous

Bob Cohen

Edna S. Frady

Deborah and Dan Gardner
Stephen and Moira Lethbridge
Ted and Willa Lutz

Member Level ($100-$249)
Ann and Jeff Anderson
Bentley R. Andrews

Bruce and Catherine Beddow
Rebecca Hill and Bernard DelLeo
Jackie Droujunsky

Leslie and Phil Duncan *
Donna Englander *

Gloria Guba

Debbie and Wayne Hauter
Charles and Carol Jones
Ann Wilson and Ike Jones
Gulcin and Serhan Kokuuslu
Christine and John Trauth
The Ulses Family

Art and Shey Wakeley
Patricia and Thomas Walton

Early Supporters

Valedictorian Level
($10,000 and up)

Nicholas F. Benton *

Creative Associates Int'l, Inc.

Kathleen * and Mike Glover

Leslie Hutchison *

Susan Van Gelder and

Mark Kerrigan *

Barbara and Dick McCall *

Louis T. Olom

Steve Sprague

Waterford Development, LLC

Bob Young *

Salutatorian Level
($5,000-$9,999)
Atlantic Realty

Stacy Hennessey * and John Moot

Grace and Harry Rissetto

Gunston Scholar Level
($2,500-%$4,999)

Renee and Bill Andrews *

Ekua and Michael Ankuma *

Amy and Jim Henderson

Principal Scholar Level
($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous
Cindy and Les Brorsen
Cox Communications
Susan de Mars
Friends and Family of Sheila Jones
Robin Greenhouse and Kyle Brown
Barbara and Steve Goetting *
M. C. Handley, Ltd.
Deborah Thompson and
Ira Jekowsky
Lori LaFave * and Steve Murphy
Kathleen McCleery and
Robert Martinez
Ed Novak
Oshinsky Family Limited Partnership
Mary and Warren Pace
Rose Investments, LLC
Sharon Schoeller and
Ed Saltzberg
Edie and Tom Smolinski *
Doreen Williams

Mustang Club ($500-$999)

Cookie and Zion Avissar

Nancy and Tony DePasquale

Dominion Virginia Power

First Horizon Bank

Stephen and Moira Lethbridge

A. C. Miller

Original House of Pancakes,
Falls Church, VA

Lois Berlin * and Larry Stuebing

Grace Boey and Chapman Taylor

Zyng Asian Girill, Falls Church, VA

Sponsor Level ($250-$499)

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Arata
Patti and Alan Brangman
Barbara and Steve Cram
Jacqueline Droujinsky

Susan and Kent Fortenberry
Susanna and Joel Hamme

Carol and Charles Jackson
Mary and Gregg Wright
Agnieszka and Wojciech Zorniak

Member Level ($100-$249)
Betty and Dick Allan

Kathy and Jamie Allan

Ann and Jeff Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. William Baskin, Jr.
Bruce P. Beddow

Vera and Stuart Bowen
Deborah Segal and Norman Boyle
Craig Cheney

Leslie and Phil Duncan *

Carol and Paul Duning

Jay and Sarah Grusin

Bob Hill and Trish Reynolds
Maryll Kleibrink

We endeavor to insure the accuracy of this listing. Please call the
Foundation office with corrections or omissions at (703) 538-3381

Member Level ($100-$249)

continued
Fannyta Klopfer
Mona and Ash Johnston
Hannah and Jeff Jordan
Lynn and Barbara Ann Llewellyn
Diane McCarthy
Susan Pollack
Sheila and Ross Johnson
Barbara and Kieran Sharpe *
Edith and David Snyder
Katharine and Bill Stewart
Bob and Ellen Storck
Kathleen and Dennis Szymanski
Julie Underwood
Debra Weiner and

Hillel Weinberg
Allan White
Jessica K. Wilson
Franklin N. Wood
ZPizza of Falls Church, VA

Friend Level (Under $100)

Bentley Andrews

Sally Cole

Donna Englander *

Gail Lanouette

Gary LaPorta

Madelyn Liwag

Althea Johnston

Clark Construction Group, LLC
in honor of Jamie Martin

Barbara and Bill Millar

Ellen and Carl Salsbury

Grace Starbird

Polly and Tim Valuckas

Mark Werblood

In-kind Support

Art & Frame

Butz Wilbern, Ltd.

Patrick Cassidy

Clay Café Studios

Phil Duncan *

Allen Johnston

Impulsive

Miniatures in the Attic

SmithGifford

Sunrise Senior Living of
Falls Church

Washington Sales Group, Inc.

Bob Young *

The Young Group

Restricted gifts for specific pro-

grams, activities or equipment
in support of the Falls Church
City Public Schools

The Highnam Family - GMMS
Physical Ed Equipment

Lou Olom - GMHS Science
Equipment

ZPizza - Teacher's Grants
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Anonymous - Children’s Table
and Chairs for Mt Daniel

Anonymous - TJ OM Team
Trip to World Competition

The Nicholas F. Benton
Diversity Affirmation
Education Fund

Renee and Bill Andrews *
Nicholas F. Benton *
Elizabeth and Robert Wright

Sheila Jones

Memorial Scholarship

Friends and Family of
Sheila Jones

The Jonathan L. Olom
International
Baccalaureate Medal
Louis T. Olom

The Beth and Nancy Sprague
‘Spirit of George Mason
Award’

Renee and Bill Andrews *
Jacqueline Droujinsky

Steve Sprague

Polly and Tim Valuckas

The Jessica Blair Szymanski

Memorial

Scholarship

Friends and Family of
Jessica B. Szymanski

The Nancy F. Sprague
Teacher Leadership
Program
Renee and Bill Andrews *
Nancy and Tony DePasquale
Gail Lanouette
Sheila and Ross Johnson
Sharon Schoeller and

Ed Saltzberg
Steve Sprague

The Franklin and Kent

Thackrey Memorial

Scholarship

Friends and Family of
Franklin and Kent Thackrey

J. Roger Wollenberg
Memorial Scholarship
The Wollenberg Foundation
Imogene Wilden

Memorial Program Fund
Robert W. Wilden

* FCEF Board Member
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FALLS CHURCH
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

703.538.3381 tel
703.538.3464 fax

website: www.fcedf.org
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EDUCATION IS AT THE
HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY

Visit us at
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Falls Church, VA 22046
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GMHS International Baccalaureate in Review

By Peter Behr, father of three GMHS graduates; his wife Marty chaired the school committee that advocated instituting the 1B Program

For two decades, the International Bacca-
laureate Program, with its demanding cur-
riculum and focus on learning, has been
the crown jewel of the Falls Church City
Public Schools.

But is the curriculum at the city's George
Mason High School -- anchored in the IB
program -- meeting the needs and wants of
its students?

The school administration has hired educa-
tional consultant David Roylance to help
seek the answer. Roylance, a former Fair-
fax County IB coordinator, has been inter-
viewing students, teachers, administrators
and parents since June, and is expected to
submit a report on the "health" of the IB
program by January.

Roylance's inquiry is a response to some
Falls Church parents who question the
current curriculum choices and ask

whether the AP program may do more for
their college-bound children.

"This is hot topic with a lot of parents, with a
lot of different opinions out there," said Ron
Peppe, president of the George Mason Parent
Teacher Student Association. "Parents want
the review to look at how well the IB program
is doing, and really look at alternatives," he
said.

The AP program is the standard option at
American high schools. Students who score
well on an AP exam usually can bypass the
corresponding freshman level college course,
shortening the costly college timetable.

George Mason students can pursue an IB
Diploma, covering six subject groups and a
course in the "Theory of Knowledge," or IB
certificates in individual courses. Both the IB
diploma and certificates are accepted for
advanced credit at many universities and
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colleges, but many more institutions recog-
nize the older AP process.

This year, there are over 200 students in the
George Mason IB program out of 300 in the
junior and senior classes, with 27 seniors
currently candidates for the IB diploma. The
high school also offers AP and college pre-
paratory courses and classes for non-native
speakers of English.

It is the IB program that has put the George
Mason program on a higher plane, says the
high school's IB Coordinator Brian Dick-
son. "Today we teachers are preparing our
students for a future that is not our future.
..The answer isn't creating a vessel full of
today's knowledge. We have to prepare the
vessel to receive knowledge."

Whether that is the best formula is the ques-
tion before the school system and the com-

munity.

The Falls Church Education Foundation’s mission is to ensure that our students are prepared to effectively meet the challenges of the 21st century . The
Foundation provides all friends of the Falls Church City Public Schools with a means to contribute a legacy of support for the system’s educational ex-

cellence. Our commitment to educational excellence will guarantee that the unique identity and values of our community will be sustained.

Falls Church Education Foundation is registered as a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization and a qualified public charity.



